working with them through the wheat harvest in early

summer. And all the while she lived with her mother-in-law. S E Q m O n n OT E S
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1Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the LORD by

assisting Eli. Now in those days messages from the LORD
were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon. 2 One-
night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. 3
The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
sleeping in the Tabernaclea near the Ark of God. 4
Suddenly the LORD called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel
replied. “What is it?” 5 He got up and ran to Eli. “Here | am. ‘ -
Did you call me?” “| didn’t call you,” Eli replied. “Go back to b O\ e

bed.” So he did. 6 Then the LORD called out again, m, D RAW N EAR

“Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here | am. — A~ A S \
Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli said. “Go { '3 )
back to bed.” 7 Samuel did not yet know the LORD
because he had never had a message from the LORD
before. 8 So the LORD called a third time, and once more
Samuel got up and went to Eli. “Here | am. Did you call
me?” Then Eli realized it was the LORD who was calling the
boy. 9 So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, and if
someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is
listening.”” So Samuel went back to bed. 10 And the LORD
came and called as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.” 11 Then the
LORD said to Samuel, “I am about to do a shocking thing in
Israel.

Getting close to God mean

Luke 9:23-24
23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their

::Z'e will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save mOOR I nG S p O RT m
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Close does not come from

Luke 5:17-26

17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come
from every village of Galilee and from Judea and
Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to
heal the sick. 18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man
on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay him
before Jesus. 19 When they could not find a way to do
this because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and
lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of
the crowd, right in front of Jesus. 20 When Jesus saw
their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 21 The
Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to
themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy?
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 Jesus knew what
they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking
these things in your hearts? 23 Which is easier: to say,
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24
But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man,
“I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 25
Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he
had been lying on and went home praising God. 26
Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were
filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things
today.”

James 4:8
8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash

your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded.

Ruth 2:11-23

11 “Yes, | know,” Boaz replied. “But | also know about
everything you have done for your mother-in-law since
the death of your husband. | have heard how you left your
father and mother and your own land to live here among
complete strangers. 12 May the LORD, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come to take refuge, reward
you fully for what you have done.” 13 “I hope | continue to
please you, sir,” she replied. “You have comforted me by
speaking so kindly to me, even though | am not one of
your workers.” 14 At mealtime Boaz called to her, “Come
over here, and help yourself to some food. You can dip
your bread in the sour wine.” So she sat with his
harvesters, and Boaz gave her some roasted grain to eat.
She ate all she wanted and still had some left over. 15
When Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his
young men, “Let her gather grain right among the sheaves
without stopping her. 16 And pull out some heads of
barley from the bundles and drop them on purpose for
her. Let her pick them up, and don’t give her a hard time!”
17 So Ruth gathered barley there all day, and when she
beat out the grain that evening, it filled an entire basket.
18 She carried it back into town and showed it to her
mother-in-law. Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that
was left over from her meal. 19 “Where did you gather all
this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did you work?
May the LORD bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth
told her mother-in-law about the man in whose field she
had worked. She said, “The man | worked with today is
named Boaz.” 20 “May the LORD bless him!” Naomi told
her daughter-in-law. “He is showing his kindness to us as
well as to your dead husband. That man is one of our
closest relatives, one of our family redeemers.”21 Then
Ruth said, “What’s more, Boaz even told me to come back
and stay with his harvesters until the entire harvest is
completed.” 22 “Good!” Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said,
my daughter. Stay with his young women right through
the whole harvest. You might be harassed in other fields,
but you’ll be safe with him.” 23 So Ruth worked alongside
the women in Boaz2’s fields and gathered grain with them
until the end of the barley harvest. Then she continued



