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James 5:16-18

16 Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so

that you may be healed. The earnest prayer of a righteous
person has great power and produces wonderful results. 17
Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed
earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half
years! 18 Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent down rain

and the earth began to yield its crops.

Confess your sins-

Matthew 9:6-7
5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Get up and walk’? 6 But | want you to know that the Son of

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the

paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then

the man got up and went home.

Earnest prayer is powerful-

| Kings 16:29-33

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of
Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over
Israel twenty-two years. 30 Ahab son of Omri did more evil in
the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. 31 He not
only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son
of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal
king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship
him. 32 He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that
he built in Samaria. 33 Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did
more to arouse the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel,

than did all the kings of Israel before him.

| John 5:14-15
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if

we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we
know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we

have what we asked of him.

Romans 8:26-27

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do

not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will
of God.

For 3 and a half years-

Luke 4:25
25 | assure you that there were many widows in Israel in
Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years

and there was a severe famine throughout the land.

Then he prayed again-

| Kings 18:41-45

41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there is the
sound of a heavy rain.” 42 So Ahab went off to eat and drink,
but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the
ground and put his face between his knees. 43 “Go and look
Toward the sea,” he told his servant And he went up and
looked. “There is nothing there,” he said. Seven times Elijah
said, “Go back.” 44 The seventh time the servant reported, “
A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” So
Elijah said, “ Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go
down before the rain stops you.” 45 Meanwhile, the sky grew
black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling
and Ahab rode off to Jezreel.
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