A PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT

Exodus 13:20-22

20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day the Lord went
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

The pillar is a symbol of

Exodus 14:12-20

12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the
Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will
fight for you; you need only to be still.”

15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16
Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can
go through the sea on dry ground. 17 | will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go
in after them. And | will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his
horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that | am the Lord when | gain glory through Pharaoh, his
chariots and his horsemen.”

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind
them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the
armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and

light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.

The pillar is

Numbers 9:15-23

15 On the day the tabernacle, the tent of the covenant law, was set up, the cloud covered it. From
evening till morning the cloud above the tabernacle looked like fire. 16 That is how it continued to
be; the cloud covered it, and at night it looked like fire. 17 Whenever the cloud lifted from above the
tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. 18 At the Lord’s
command the Israelites set out, and at his command they encamped. As long as the cloud stayed
over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 19 When the cloud remained over the tabernacle a long
time, the Israelites obeyed the Lord’s order and did not set out. 20 Sometimes the cloud was over
the tabernacle only a few days; at the Lord’s command they would encamp, and then at his
command they would set out. 21 Sometimes the cloud stayed only from evening
till morning, and when it lifted in the morning, they set out. Whether by day or by night, whenever
the cloud lifted, they set out. 22 Whether the cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or a
month or a year, the Israelites would remain in camp and not set out; but when it lifted, they would
set out. 23 At the Lord’s command they encamped, and at the Lord’s command they set out. They

obeyed the Lord’s order, in accordance with his command through Moses.

The pillar is

Nehemiah 9:12-21

12 By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire to give them light on
the way they were to take. 13 “You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them from heaven.
You gave them regulations and laws that are just and right, and decrees and commands that are
good. 14 You made known to them your holy Sabbath and gave them commands, decrees and laws
through your servant Moses. 15 In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven and in their thirst
you brought them water from the rock; you told them to go in and take possession of the land you
had sworn with uplifted hand to give them. 16 “But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-
necked, and they did not obey your commands. 17 They refused to listen and failed to remember
the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed
a leader in order to return to their slavery. But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they cast for
themselves an image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ or
when they committed awful blasphemies. 19 “Because of your great compassion you did not
abandon them in the wilderness. By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on their path,
nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. 20 You gave your good Spirit to
instruct them. You did not withhold your manna from their mouths, and you gave them water for
their thirst. 21 For forty years you sustained them in the wilderness; they lacked nothing, their

clothes did not wear out nor did their feet become swollen.

The pillar is a reminder of

Exodus 13:20-22

20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day the Lord went
ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

Cloud by day-Provided shade and comfort.

Fire by night-Provided warmth and light.

The pillar is a reminder of to people who need to see it.




