CHARACTERS
Part 2

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego- Purposed/Devoutness-

Daniel 3:1-18

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six
cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2
He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers,
judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the
dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors,
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials
assembled for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set
up, and they stood before it. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations
and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As
soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all
kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will
immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.”7 Therefore, as soon as they
heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all
the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image
of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. ...

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have
set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp,
pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the
image | made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue
you from my hand?” 16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him,
“King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in
this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve
is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.
18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”...

Their purpose gave them

Daniel 3:23-30

23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 24 Then
King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers,
“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”” They

replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men
walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like
a son of the gods.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the
blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of
the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and
royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed
their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28 Then Nebuchadnezzar
said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has
sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the
king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve
or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the
people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be
turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”30 Then
the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of
Babylon.

Their devotion to their purpose

Their purpose and devotion

Daniel 1:8-16

8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine,
and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.
9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel,
10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has
assigned your ¢ food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than
the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because
of you.”11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had
appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12 “Please test your
servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink.

13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the
royal food and treat your servants in accordance with what you see.” 14 So
he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of the ten days
they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who
ate the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine
they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead.



Esther-

Esther 3:2-6

2 All the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to
Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But Mordecai
would not kneel down or pay him honor. 3 Then the royal officials at the
king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 4
Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for
he had told them he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not
kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6 Yet having learned who
Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead
Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews,
throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.

Esther 4

8...to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead
with him for her people.

11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that
for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without
being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless
the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty
days have passed since I was called to go to the king.”

13...“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your
father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your
royal position for such a time as this?”

Esther 7:2-4

2...“Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your
request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 3 Then Queen
Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it
pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—
this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold to be destroyed,
killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves,
I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the
king.”
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