How Christmas Changed Everything

Why Christmas Matters

Before Christ came
Matthew 5:20

was up to us.

20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Before Christ came sin was
Leviticus 23:27

27 “The tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. Hold a sacred
assembly and deny yourselves, and present a food offering to the Lord.

pardoned.

Before Christ came the image of God was
John 8:42-44

42 Jesus told them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, because |
have come to you from God. I am not here on my own, but he sent me. 43 Why
can’t you understand what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me! 44
For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil
things he does. He was a murderer from the beginning. He has always hated the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his
character; for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Luke 18:9-14

9 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own
righteousness and scorned everyone else: 10 “Two men went to the Temple to
pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am
not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I don’t sin, and I don’t commit
adultery. I’m certainly not like that tax collector! 12 I fast twice a week, and |
give you a tenth of my income.’

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to
heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be
merciful to me, for [ am a sinner.” 14 I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee,
returned home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

After Christ is born our righteousness means

I Corinthians 1:26-31

26 Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the
world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy when God called you. 27 Instead, God
chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they
are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who are
powerful. 28 God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing
at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important. 29
As aresult, no one can ever boast in the presence of God. 30 God has united
you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ
made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin. 31
Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the
Lord.”

II Corinthians 5:20-21

20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

After Christ is born the penalty of sin is
John 1:29

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Romans 8:3-4

3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,
God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin
offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit.

After Christ we have a image of
God.

John 17:20-23

20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever
believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as
you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be
in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 22 “I have given them the glory
you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in
me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you
sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.



